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PLANNING A PRODUCTIVE SUMMER – 2024 EDITION 

There are many different things that you can do over the summer to 
expand your experiences while also building your college resume. With the 
limitations to group activities caused by this year’s pandemic, you might have to explore some out-of-the-
ordinary types of opportunities and activities. But, be sure to choose activities that align with your 
interests and natural strengths and/or help to develop key life skills.  
Just be sure that you are ACTIVE and PRODUCTIVE! ꩠꨶꩢꩣꩤꩡ 
 

VOLUNTEER 

Spend some time this summer serving others!  
It’s a great way to meet people from different walks of life as well as build life experiences that may help you in college 

and beyond! 

Ideas include… 
Make/donate meals to a homeless shelter. 
Collect/donate/sort food at a food pantry. 
Perform for the elderly in a nursing home. 

Volunteer at a museum or hospital. 
Become a pen-pal. 

Clean the beach or work with an adopt a highway group. 
See Trello for a huge list of links. 

GO TO CAMP 

Attend a religious, educational, sports, or other enrichment camp this summer. But, remember that all camps are 
definitely up in the air as the COVID-19 pandemic continues. Be sure that you are aware of the cancellation policies 

and safety precautions in place before putting any money down. Again, many ideas are posted in Trello. 

GET A JOB 

 Search the Nextdoor App (for local babysitting, tutoring, lawn care, power washing, pool-cleaning jobs) 
 Look through opportunities on these job search sites: 
o Indeed, click here to begin searching.  
o Google: click here to begin searching.  

INTERN/SHADOW 

Click here to learn about internships.  
 

LEARN SOMETHING NEW 
 

o Take a cooking class! Click here to find one.  

o Take a personal enrichment class. Click here to view offerings. 

o Learn a new language. Explore Babbel here.  

GET CERTIFIED OR TRAINED 

Visit the Red Cross to get a certification. 
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CREATE SOMETHING 

Poetry Books 
Blog 

Novellas 
Screenplay 

Music 
Paintings 
Sculptures 
Websites 

Quilts 
Woodwork 

Floral Arrangements 
Websites 
Jewelry 

A Small Business 
YouTube Channel 

Vlog 

READ  SOME BOOKS THAT MAY HELP YOU IN COLLEGE

 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
1984 by George Orwell 
This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
A Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 
One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Lolita by Vladamir Nobokov 
A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe 
The Art of Happiness by The Dalai Lama 
Faust by Johann von Goethe 
Paradise Lost by John Milton 
A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess 
Civilization and Its Discontents by Sigmund Freud 
Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
The Divine Comedy by Dante 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
 

OTHER IDEAS TO KEEP BUSY 
 

Travel 
Play a Sport 

Join a Fitness Class 
Join a Bible Study or Youth Group 

Volunteer at Your Church or Place of Worship 
Visit Museums and Write a Journal of Your Experiences 

Start a Business that Serves Your Neighbors 
Volunteer for a Political Campaign 

Take Up Photography 
Help at an Animal Shelter 

Go to a Play, Musical, or Symphony 
Do Stand-Up Comedy, Freestyle or Sing Karaoke 

Tour Historic Buildings & Homes 
Try Your Hand at Gardening 
Learn Basic Survival Skills 

Research Genealogy 
Donate Blood or Plasma 

Learn How to Type 


